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and Asbury, whom Wesley had appointed " super-
intendent " in America, called themselves bishops,
and it appeared likely that Coke would take upon
himself to ordain priests. They had forgotten
" the fundamental rule of Methodism," of which
Wesley was forced to remind them, namely that
Wesley alone could appoint a preacher, and that
therefore Wesley alone could consecrate one.
But even this symptom would not persuade Wesley
that he, or any of his members, had left the
Church ; he instantly forgot that one of his
reasons for ordaining had been that priests con-
secrated by English bishops would " expect to
govern " the American Methodists - " and how
grievously would this entangle us ! " But no ;
Wesley's heart was perfectly clear upon the point
(it is best not to enquire what his head was doing);
he was to say till the hour of his death, what he
had again and again said before, " Separate
from the Church of England, and you separate
from me." But he must have seen what was
happening, what had happened ; he had founded
a new Church. He was not a very logical thinker,
but in this, surely, he deliberately deluded him-
self. So he went on happily exercising the func-
tions of a bishop, in all ordaining twenty-six
priests, for overseas, for Scotland, and finally for
England.

The fated end had come, but for a few more
years the small, spare figure could be seen driving
about the country in his chaise as tirelessly as